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was hatched there." I told him that as a matter of fact I had only
met Lord Charles once in my life, and that was in Rome.

Evan-Thomas told me that Sir John's belief that I was working
against him had done me much harm; in fact, it was the reason I
was not to be given a ship. He told me he would now tell Sir
John that the whole story was untrue, and asked me to leave the
matter in his hands. I said I did not think that was good enough,
and told him why; he admitted that Sir John was unlikely to
believe in my innocence without definite proof, but when I told
him that I would go and have it out with Fisher at once, he begged
me to do no such thing ; he ought not to have told me, it was a
breach of confidence on his part; so then I said I would go to
The Times ; he said that would be just as bad. By that time I was
feeling very angry and, said, " Times or Fisher? I don't mind
which." He begged me to pause; I thought hard for some
moments and then the solution came to me; the name of Lord
Charles Beresford's Naval Secretary was John Keys. Whoever
it was who went to The Times must have described himself as
Lord Charles* Secretary. The mischievous busybody in The
Times office must have found John Keys' name in the Navy List,
and then told Fisher that Keys was trying to get an article against
him published.

When I suggested this to Evan-Thomas, he said at once that it
was now all clear ; he could not understand why he had not
thought of it before. He had been Lord Charles* flag captain
(with Keys), a fact that had made his relations with the First Sea
Lord very difficult at first, but he had managed to steer clear of
trouble. He then asked me if I would now leave the matter in
his hands. He showed me a list of ships that would come
vacant, and told me to select one. I chose the Venus and went to
her a few months later. But for Sir John Fisher's intervention I
would certainly have gone to some other ship before the Venus
fell vacant, and would have missed the opportunities that
appointment gave me.

I learnt some years later from John Keys that it was not he
who went to The Times on Lord Charles' behalf, but the latter's
stenographer.

When I came home in January, 1908,1 tried to have it out with
Sir John. He sent me quite a friendly message about my work as
Naval Attach^, but was obviously determined not to see me* It